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“Colonial Senses” explores how Portuguese late colonialism and 
its afterlives are experienced and resisted through the senses. 
Moving beyond a purely textual analysis, the Element examines 
the insurgent optics of Amílcar Cabral, the feminist haptics of 
Paulina Chiziane and the sonic politics of Black female activists 
in post-colonial Lisbon. The Element posits that Portuguese late 
colonialism’s sensory regime prioritised proximity and aesthetic 
contact in order to mask violence and stifle dissent. Using social 
theory, literature and ethnography, we analyse a variety of 
visual, tactile and auditory registers. We o!er a new hypothesis 
on the sensory architecture of empire: that the Portuguese 
colonial empire developed a distinctive multisensory regime 
structured around aestheticised contact, intimate violence and 
the suppression of autonomous sensory expression. Combining 
historical and sociological analysis, this Element demonstrates 
how sensory colonial legacies endure into the present and 
contributes to sensory and postcolonial studies.

About the Series
Born of the emotional and sensory “turns”, 
Elements in Histories of Emotions and 
the Senses move one of the fastest-
growing interdisciplinary fields forward. 
The series is aimed at scholars across 
the humanities, social sciences, and life 
sciences, embracing insights from a diverse 
range of disciplines, from neuroscience to 
art history and economics. Chronologically 
and regionally broad, encompassing 
global, transnational, and deep history, 
it concerns such topics as a!ect theory, 
intersensoriality, embodiment, human–
animal relations, and distributed cognition. 
The founding editor of the series  
was Jan Plamper.
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